
Raiders Parents/Guardians,  

Hastings Middle School has decided to implement an In-House fall sports program.  The season 
will run September 8 – October 12.   

Students are eligible to participate if they are in school or attending the Hastings Online 
Academy.  Cohort one would have practice and games Monday and Tuesday.  If your student is 
in the online academy, last names A-L will also participate on Monday and Tuesday.  No sports 
on Wednesday.  Cohort two would have practice and games on Thursday and Friday.  If your 
student is in the online academy, last names M-Z will participate Thursday and Friday.  

This In-House program will consist of being part of a team, work on skills, compete, and have 
fun.  Students’ safety and health is our top priority.         

Only members of the swim team will be allowed in the building.  All other sports will practice 
outside.  If we have poor weather conditions, practice will be canceled.   

Sports offered this fall include: 

Boys and Girls Cross Country: Grades 5-8 

Boys and Girls Soccer: Grades 5-8 

Girls Swimming: Grades 5-8 

Girls Tennis: Grades 5-8 

The details enclosed are based on directives from the Minnesota State High School League, 
decisions made by the Metro East The conference, and local application as determined by ISD 
200 leaders.  The primary rationale used to make decisions includes mitigating COVID-19 virus 
transmission risk while providing student opportunity for all sports in the 2020-21 school 
years.    

Leaders are attempting to strike a balance between equitable applications across the state 
while affording for appropriate local control.   Decisions continue to be informed by data from 
the Minnesota Department of Health, Minnesota Department of Education, and the Center for 
Disease Control, and the National Federation of High Schools. While not everyone will agree 
with or like the decisions that are made, we hope that you will respect that decisions are 
informed, collaborative, clear, and firm.   Our shared motivation to initiate education-based 
athletics is to continue to develop the physical, mental, social, and emotional health of our 
student-athletes.  

SPORT-SPECIFIC DETAILS 



Volleyball & Football: These sports will not have a fall season.  Both sports have been moved to 
the spring.  More information will be coming out soon.   

Winter & Spring Sports: 

There has been no other action taken with regard to these sports at this time.  Decisions for 
winter sports will likely be made in October.    

DIRECTIVES & PARAMETERS 

Fall sports programs must abide by MSHSL, CDC, and MDH regulations.  This will include: 

 Student-athletes must wear masks at all times unless in actual training or competition. 
 Coaches, officials, athletic trainers and event staff must wear masks at all times. 
 Defined cleaning and disinfecting of facilities and equipment must be implemented.  In 

some cases, coaches will be responsible for cleaning (e.g. disinfecting a soccer ball).  In 
other cases, district maintenance personnel will be responsible for cleaning (e.g. daily 
scrubbing of the pool deck at HMS).  

 Athletes may only participate in defined pods.  Pod and event limits will define the 
maximum number of athletes that can train or compete at one time.  Coaches will 
determine the pods that student-athletes are assigned to. 

 Spectator restrictions will be enforced.  There are strict limitations that prohibit most 
visitors inside school buildings where learning and teaching take place this fall.  This 
restriction applies to education-based athletics. As such, no spectators are allowed at 
swim/dive events.  Spectators will be allowed at outdoor events, according to venue and 
headcount maximums.   No more than 250 people can gather for a soccer game. This 
250 number includes players, officials, coaches, event staff, and spectators. The protocol 
is currently being developed by MEC Athletic Directors to address this.  

 If HMS is required to be in a distance-learning mode only due to county and local COVID 
data, in-person school sports will not be allowed at that time.   It is possible that seasons 
may start later than September 8, or start on time but then be interrupted mid-season.  

 Practice times and protocols for what student-athletes are allowed or required to do 
“after school” will be from 2:30-4:00.   

MSHSL sub-committees, MEC ADs, and ISD 200 leaders will be providing additional guidance to 
support all of the information above in the coming days.  Coaches are the primary contact for 
information.  Fall coaches will communicate guidelines, requirements, and restrictions that are 
specific to each sport.   They will distribute these expectations as they are defined prior to the 
start of the season on September 8th and as they evolve throughout the season. 

REGISTRATION 



Registration for fall sports will open on Monday, August 24, at 9:00 AM.  The online-only 
registration process can be found at 
http://ms.hastings.k12.mn.us/athletics_home_page/registration_information 

Cost- $30.00 

We have partnered with a new software vendor (Affinety Solutions) to manage our online 
registration.  This change will require families to create a username and password in the new 
system. We recognize that this is a hassle, but think you will appreciate many of the differences 
between Affinety and our old platform. Thanks in advance for your patience with a new system. 
Contact the athletic office pmcginnis@hastings.k12.mn.us or afairbanks@hastings.k12.mn.us 
with any registration questions. 

A COVID-19 specific notice will be provided.  This notice is developed by the MSHSL and will 
either be embedded into the registration process itself or sent as a separate message. This 
notice is intended to raise your awareness of the risks of participation, the potential for virus 
transmission, and the requirements for participation.  Even with caution and preventative 
measures, an inherent risk of exposure to COVID-19 exists in any public setting where people 
from different households are present. COVID-19 is an extremely contagious disease that can 
be transmitted even by people who are asymptomatic and can lead to serious illness and death. 
By accessing ISD 200 activities and facilities, users voluntarily assume all risks related to 
exposure of COVID-19. 
  
Broad athletic department updates will continue to be provided on the athletics webpage of 
the HMS website: http://ms.hastings.k12.mn.us/athletics_home_page 

   
Sincere thanks to the Raiders athletics network for your enthusiasm, support, patience, and 
understanding during these unprecedented times.   Your partnership is noted, valued, and 
appreciated.  No matter what our sports seasons feel like, we remain committed to our 
collective purpose of developing character and community.  These are hallmarks of Hastings 
athletics and they will shine bright throughout 2020-21.   
  
Take care and GO RAIDERS! 
  

Sincerely, 
  
Pete McGinnis, Athletic Director 
Ali Fairbanks, Athletic Secretary 
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